156                   WOMEN AND SOCIAL INJUSTICE
Df the Government have been honoured with imprisonment,.
[ have not the faintest doubt that the women of India,
will finish the work left by men and that they will do it far
more gracefully than men.
Young India, 22-12-'21
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TO THE WOMEN OF INDIA
The impatience of some sisters to join the good fight,
is to me a healthy sign. It has led to the discovery that,
however attractive the campaign against the salt tax may
be, for them to confine themselves to it would be to change
a pound for a penny. They will be lost in the crowd, there
will be in it no suffering for which they are thirsting.
In this non-violent warfare their contribution should
be much greater than men's. To call woman the weaker
sex is a libel; it is man's injustice to woman. If by strength
is meant brute strength, then indeed is woman less brute
than man. If by strength is meant moral power, then,
woman is immeasurably man's superior. Has she not
greater intuition, is she not more self-sacrificing, has she
not greater powers of endurance, has she not greater
courage ? Without her man could not be. If non-violence
is thq law of our being, the future is with woman.
I have nursed this thought now for years. When the
women of the Ashram insisted on being taken along with
men, something within me told me that they were destined
to do greater work in this struggle than merely breaking:
salt laws.
I feel that I have now found that work. The picketing:
of liquor shops and foreign cloth shops by men, though
it succeeded beyond expectations up to a point for a time
in 1921, failed because violence crept in. If a real impres-
sion is to be created, picketing must be resumed. If it
remains peaceful to the end, it will be the quickest way of
educating the people concerned. It must never be a matter
of coercion but conversion, moral suasion. Who can make
a more effective appeal to the heart than woman ?